
We are delighted you have chosen to study Sociology at Worthing College. 

Instructions: 

This pack will help you make the best possible start to studying this subject. The tasks in this pack: 

• should take you about 4-6 hours to complete and produce a minimum of 4 pages of
detailed written/typed answers.

• should be handed to your teacher when teaching starts by 8th September 2025 with your
name on it for assessment.

• are also available on the internet – follow the links in the document.

If you need help: 

The tasks are designed to get a bit more difficult as you work through them as they are preparing 
you for studying at a higher level and to become an effective independent learner. You should try to 
get as far as you can working on your own but if you do need help, please email us at 
gettingreadyfor@worthing.ac.uk, telling us which Getting Ready For Pack you are working on and 
what help you need. 

Skills Focus for this Getting Ready for Pack 

Knowledge and understanding 

Interpretation of data 

Research design 

Written communication skills 

Getting Ready For Pack 
Sociology Year 1 

Your Name 

A Level Sociology Education with Research Methods AQA 

mailto:gettingreadyfor@worthing.ac.uk


Target 
Grade 

Type of 
task 

Task and subject specific skill reference Deadline 

All Practical 
Task 

1. 

Buy the course textbook: 
AQA A Level Sociology: Book One (including AS level). Paperback 
by Rob Webb, Westergaard, Keith Trobe, Annie Townend (Napier Press). 

Updated ‘2022’ copies are available from reputable high street booksellers 
such as Waterstone’s, WH Smith, Blackwell’s and Heath Educational Books, 
plus online from the publishers:  
Buy Sociology Books – Napier Press 

You will need this book to complete task 2 of this GRFP. (If you are having 
trouble accessing the textbook, please refer to the supporting documents   
at the back of this pack for the reading needed for task 2.)

8th  
September 

2025 

All Reading 
and 
Note-taking 

2. 

Read pages 5-12 from the course textbook “What is sociology?” and answer 
the following questions: 

a) What is meant by the nature nurture debate? (p6)

b) Define the following terms and give an example: (p6-8)
• Culture
• Norms
• Values
• Social control
• Socialisation
• Ascribed and achieved status

c) There are two main views of society in sociology: the structural view and
the social action view.  Explain these two views. (p9)
d) Give examples of inequalities that exist in Britain today: e.g. what
inequalities are there in terms of gender, social class, age and ethnicity?
(p11)

8th  
September 

2025 

https://napierpress.com/buy-sociology-books/


All Research 
and 
Application 

3. 

The first topic you will study in sociology is education.  Thinking about the 
inequalities that different groups experience in society (you looked at this in 
question 2d above), you will now investigate these inequalities a little 
further in relation to education. 

a) Choose ONE: either gender, OR ethnicity, OR social class.

b) Select the appropriate link below and read the relevant article.

c) Write down your findings, for example:
• What were some of the key trends (note the most significant trends,

not all the trends) in terms of GCSE results for your chosen group?
• Who is successful and who is not?
• What reasons can you suggest for the trends with your chosen

group?

GENDER: 
GCSE results 2019: Girls still lead the way over boys (schoolsweek.co.uk) 

ETHNICITY: 
How does Educational Achievement Vary by Ethnicity? – ReviseSociology 

SOCIAL CLASS: 
Differential Educational Achievement by Social Class - The Statistics | 
Reference Library | Sociology | tutor2u 

8th  
September 

2025 

All Sociological 
Research 

4. 

Watch this video and complete the following tasks: 
Education: Gender and Subject Selection - YouTube 

a) Outline the trends in terms of gender and subject choice.

b) Explain some of the reasons for gendered subject choice.

c) Design a short questionnaire to investigate gender and subject choice.

d) Find out whether subject choice continues to be gendered and the
reasons for the selection of subjects.

e) Carry out your questionnaire with a sample of 5 boys and 5 girls who
have just completed year 11 and are continuing with their education at
any school/college in the UK.

f) Write up your findings.
• Did you find gendered subject choice or not?
• What were the reasons the participants gave for choosing certain

subjects? (You could include a graph or chart to show your findings.)

8th  
September 

2025 

https://schoolsweek.co.uk/gcse-results-2019-girls-still-lead-the-way-over-boys/
https://revisesociology.com/2020/04/24/how-does-educational-achievement-vary-by-ethnicity/
https://www.tutor2u.net/sociology/reference/differential-educational-achievement-by-social-class-the-statistics
https://www.tutor2u.net/sociology/reference/differential-educational-achievement-by-social-class-the-statistics
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oSrPZUsl1RA


g) What can you conclude about gender and subject choice?
• Does it still exist?
• Is it a problem?
• What are the impacts of gendered subject choice for individuals and

society?

All Higher 
Order 
Thinking 

5. 

Read this article about gender: 
The gender biases that shape our brains - BBC Future 

• Write a conclusion about the power of nature and nurture in
shaping gender.

• Discuss which is the strongest influence and why.

8th  
September 

2025 

Notes: 

Preparation for the course: You need to have the course textbook for A level Sociology and access to the internet to 
complete this Getting Ready For Pack. 

https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20210524-the-gender-biases-that-shape-our-brains
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