
 

 

 

 

WHAT YOU WILL STUDY 
Unit/Topic We will begin with a unit called ‘Remembered Places’.  For this, 

you will study a range of different non-fiction texts (eg. 
transcripts of conversations, blogs, chat forums, memoirs, 
letters) that are all about Paris. 
Other units that we will cover in your first year are ‘Imagined 
Places’ and ‘Poetic Voices’.  For these, we will cover a dystopian 
novel – The Handmaid’s Tale, by Margaret Atwood – and a 
collection of poetry by Carol Ann Duffy. 

 

WHAT YOU NEED 
Kit List N/A 
Course Supplement N/A 
Equipment - Ring binder with subject dividers; general stationary.  An 

exercise book – or virtual equivalent - to keep glossary terms, 
to be used in every lesson. 

Essential Textbooks  • The Handmaid’s Tale, A’level York Notes (978-1292138183) 
• A/AS Level English Language and Literature for AQA Student 

Book (9781106465664) - optional 
 

 

ENRICHMENT 
Trips - A theatre trip  

- A trip to Paris 
- The opportunity to take part in the Oxford Schools Debating 

Competition 
 

Guest Speakers - We will have sessions with a lecturer from Chichester 
University and representatives from related professions (eg. a 
publisher) 

GETTING READY FOR PACK 
 

A Level English Language and Literature 
 
 

We are delighted you have chosen to study A Level English Language and 
Literature at Haywards Heath College 

 



 

 
Events - ‘Young Writers’ writing competitions 

- Online workshops 
 

 

OPTIONAL ADDITIONAL READING/STUDY 
 - Any reading will be beneficial!  This could be novels, plays, 

short stories, poetry or any non-fiction texts. 
- Given that we will be studying a dystopian text, reading around 

this genre would be especially useful: texts like 1984 by George 
Orwell; Fahrenheit 451, by Ray Bradbury; The Road, by Cormac 
McCarthy; Brave New World, by Aldous Huxley; The Hunger 
Games, by Suzanne Collins; Noughts and Crosses by Malorie 
Blackman as well as any other novels by Margaret Atwood. 

 
 

SUMMER WORKING TASK INFORMATION 
Completion Date: First Lesson Week Commencing 8/9/25 

This pack will help you to make the best possible start to studying this subject.  The tasks 
in this pack should take you about 4-6 hours to complete. 

The tasks are designed to get a bit more difficult as you work through them as they are 
preparing you for studying at a higher level and to become an effective independent 

learner. You should try to get as far as you can working on your own but if you do need 
help, please email us at info@haywardsheath.ac.uk telling us which Getting Ready For 

pack you are working on and what help you need. Help is available throughout the 
summer holidays. 

 

 

 

SUMMER WORKING TASK 
Skills Focus Reading and annotation. Recreative and Analytical writing.  

Identifying features of language. Research and note making. 
Task 1 
Reading and  
annotating 

 
Print off (if you can) and read the text provided on the next page 
(‘The Most Beautiful Walk in the World: A Pedestrian in Paris’).  As 
you read, highlight any interesting details which help you to build 
up a picture of Paris. If you are not able to print it off, please write 
down your examples instead. 
 

Task 2 
Recreative  
writing 

 
Imagine that you have been asked to write the introductory text 
for a website encouraging people to visit Paris for a holiday. Use 
details from ‘The Most Beautiful Walk in the World’ to help you to 
create your text. You may use other information about Paris from 
your own knowledge, but your writing should be mainly based on 
the text provided. You should write 300-400 words, and your work 
must be smartly presented. Before you start writing, think 
carefully about language features that make writing persuasive – 



 

you will probably have some ideas from your work at GCSE. Try to 
include some of these features in your own writing for this task. 
 

Task 3 
Analytical  
writing and  
identifying  
features of  
language 

 
Pick four examples of language features that you have used in 
your website introduction and explain how they help persuade 
your readers to visit Paris and make the city sound appealing. 
Write up your ideas in the form of a short essay (300-400 words). 
Remember to include the examples from your writing to support 
your points. Use the skills you have developed for the Reading 
questions in the GCSE English Language exam to help you with this 
task. 
 

Task 4 
Research 
 

 
Find out more about some of the writers mentioned in ‘The Most 
Beautiful Walk in the World’, and their connection with Paris: 
James Joyce, F Scott Fitzgerald, Ernest Hemingway, Colette, 
Gertrude Stein. Make your own notes based on your research – 
don’t just cut- and paste information from the internet. 
 

Notes: 
In October we will be starting on our first literary text, which is The Handmaid’s Tale by 
Margaret Atwood. You will need to provide your own copy of this text.  You are welcome to 
start reading this over the summer, although this isn’t compulsory. 
 

 

 

RECOMMENDED READING/WATCH LIST 
Contextual Info  

Book  Name & ISBN 
The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood (Vintage ISBN 9781784873189).  
Video Margaret Atwood on the Rise of Real World Authoritarians 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ta3FaoKgHtA 
 

 

 
 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ta3FaoKgHtA


 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


